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Catholic observances as an exhibition of anti-Serb
sentiment. There were also Serb academic theorists
like Dr. Cvijic who had discovered that the Serbs
represented a particularly splendid racial 'type of
Dinaric man with whose qualities the Croat, though
also Slav, could by no means compete.
With the royal dictatorship, however, followed by
the world depression, the Serbs, too, began to find the
Belgrade administration oppressive. Village life may
not have been so highly developed among the Serb
peasants and they may have been used to all sorts of
rough things, but they were simple, fair-minded people
and proud of being a peasant State without social
distinction and with a native peasant dynasty of its
own. If they despised the feudalism of old Austria-
Hungary their contempt was based on its military
caste system; an officer in the Serb army had never
been regarded as socially superior, and there were
Croats and Slovenes who were certainly too slow to
comprehend this* Now the royal dictatorship was
exploited by some of its instruments to be socially
pretentious at a time when the people were becoming
disagreeably aware of the general impoverishment, and
their indignation was often treated as brutally as if it
were the supposed separatism of the Croats. In spite
of the tremendously pro-Russian sentiment of the
people, the King refused to recognize the Moscow
regime even when his allies of the Little Entente did
so, and he more and more tended to regard students
or peasants who expressed discontent as dangerous
Communist agitators. Elections in the 'twenties had
been gloriously incorrect, but they were not so ex-
asperating as the intimidating system of open voting